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Periscope. 


b .—PATHOLOGY OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM AND 
MIND, AND PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY. 


Hydrophobia. —In.a memoir lately published in Paris, Dr. Duboue of 
Pau, Prance, holds that hydrophobia consists of a morbid process which 
travels very slowly centripetally towards the medulla, but when once it has 
reached that point the centrifugal irradiations are extremely rapid. The 
period of incubation is, he states, as a rule, shorter, the less the distance 
between the point bitten and the medulla, and the symptoms of the disease 
appear at the moment the latter is attained. Thus the incubation is shorter 
in infants than in adults, and in cases of wounds of the face than of the 
members. The first signs of the morbid process having reached the me¬ 
dulla are often pain shooting down the nerves of the side bitten to the point 
of infection. 

The lesions of hydrophobia are of two kinds, the primary, only detected 
by the microscope, consisting in greater opacity of the nerve cells and a 
granular condition of these cells, and of a certain number of afferent or 
efferent nerve fibres; and the secondary lesions, visible to the unaided eye, 
and consisting in more or less marked congestions of the various organs. 
He classes hydrophobia in a large class of affections of peripheral origin, 
such as certain eruptive fevers and certAin neuroses. 

According to his theory of the transmission of the hydrophobic virus by 
the nerves, he draws his therapeutic conclusions, which are: 1. To destroy 
the virus at the point of its entrance. 2. To prevent its attaining the me¬ 
dulla when not destroyed. 8. To blunt in advance, the sensibility of the 
medulla, throughout the whole period of incubation, in cases where the 
previous indications have not been met. 4. To act also on this sensibility 
of the medulla by medicinal injections into the veins; and, finally, to com¬ 
bat the usually rapidly progressing asphyxia. 


Analysis of Bones in Ataxic Arthropathies. — It appears from an 
analysis reported to the Society de Biologie, Nov. 29, by M. P. Regnard, 
Le Progr&s Medical , Dec. 18, that the condition of the bones in the joint 
affections is somewhat comparable to that in osteomalacia. He found in a 
femur from an ataxic patient in which the bone was much eroded, the fol¬ 
lowing constituents: In 100 grams there were 75.80 grams of organic 
and 24.20 grams of inorganic matter. The organic matter consisted of 
osseine, 38 grams (normal proportion), fat 37.68 grams. The inorganic 
matters comprised only 11 grams of carbonate of lime, and only 11.9 grams 
of phosphate of lime. The fatty matters therefore, had replaced the phos¬ 
phate of lime normally present in the bones. 


Atrophy of the Cerebellum. — G. Seppilli, Rrntta Sperimentale di 
Freniatria, vol. IV., finishes an article on atrophy of the cerebellum, in- 
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1. The general temperature of paralytics is usually and on the average 
lower than in sound persons. 

2. The temperature curve exhibits a certain undulatory movement, the 
longer undulations with slight daily variations corresponding to the greater 
degree of psychic quietude and equable conditions, and are more common 
in the melancholic, tabetic, and stupid forms of paralysis. The shorter 
undulations, with greater daily variations, correspond to the accidents of gen¬ 
eral paralysis, which maybe pronounced paralytic convulsive attacks, or in¬ 
stead of these, occasional irritative conditions or temporary exacerbations 
of the psychic and motor disorders, which clinically indicate the Bame thing. 

3. In the last stages there is a marked vacillation of the existing higher 
temperature, with great daily variations, corresponding to the general pre¬ 
dominating paralytic symptoms. 

4. The paralytic accidents are always accompanied with rise of tempera¬ 
ture, the higher the severer the convulsive phenomena of the attack. As a 
rule, before the attack it is low, and the first minutes after the attack it falls 
still lower, an expression of the cerebral irritation by which the attack was 
produced. 

5. In those paralytics in whom the paralytic phenomena are very pro¬ 
nounced, the general temperature is higher, likewise in those in whom, on 
account of vaso motor paralysis, stasis in the vascular system has already 
taken place. 


Tim following are the titles of some of the recently published papers on 
the Pathology of the Nervous System and Mind, and Pathological Anatomy: 

Beciiterkw, 'On Lesions of the Motor Zone of the Brain, St. Petersb. 
med. Wochenschr., Dec. 27, 1879, and Jan. 3, 1880.—Cowling, Influence of 
Shock on Memory, Am. Pract., Jan.— Cleveland, Relation of Epilepsy to 
Insanity, Lancet <6 Clinic, Jan. 17.—Shaw, General Paralysis of the Insane, 
Clinically and Pathologically considered, Proc. Med. Soc. Co. of Kings, Jan. 
—Benning, Hystero-Chorea, Med. <£ Surg. Pep., Dec. 6.— Atkinson, Some 
Phases of Cerebral Syphilis, Va. Med. Monthly, Dec., 1879.— Mossdore, A 
Case of Aphthongia, Cblf. Nervenheilk., Jan. 1.— Clarke, Epilepsy, Cana¬ 
dian Jour. of Med. 8ci., Jan.—ScnuLTZE, On the Spinal Affections produced 
by Suddenly Lowered Atmospheric Pressure, with Remarks on Secondary 
Degeneration.—On Combined Columnar Degeneration in the Spinal Cord, 
Virchow's Arch., LXXIX., I.— Siiaw, Phthisis as it Affects the Nervous Sys¬ 
tem, Proc. Med. Soc. Co. of Kings, Dec., 1879. — Armaingaud, Clinical Re¬ 
searches on the Causes of Hysteria, Jour, de Mvdecine de Bordeaux, Dec. 
13. — Mackenzie, Cases of Cerebral Disease, Lancet ifc Clinic, Feb. 14.— 
Crothers, Clinical Studies of Inebriety, Disease versus Vice, Med. <b Surg. 
Pep., Feb. 21.— Reinhardt, Salivation in the Insane, Centralbl. f. Neroen- 
heilk., Nov. 1879.— Arnold, Obscure Affections of the Nervous System, 
Maryland Med. Jour., Feb.— Hughlings-Jackson, Remarks on Tumors of 
the Cerebellum, Brit. Med. Jour., Feb. 7. 1880.— Taylor, Clinical Notes on 
8yphilitic Sciatica, N. Y. Med. Jour., Mar., 1880.— Mitchell, The True 
and False Palsies of Hysteria, Med. News & Abst., Feb.— Gowers, The Qul- 
stonian Lectures on Epilepsy, Brit. Med. Jour. (Cont. Art.) 



